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GLOBAL RISK 
LANDSCAPE

“Turbulence – economic, 
social, technological – is a 
long-standing attribute of 
human society, as is the 
capacity to survive it.”



CIFAR Global Call

THE FUTURE OF BEING 
HUMAN









GLOBAL 
STRATEGIC 
TRENDS - THEMES

Environment and resources

Human development and empowerment

Governance, law and information

Conflict and security

Economy and industry



Uncontrolled climate 
change

Competition for 
resources

Increasing inequality –
both between and within 
countries

Decreasing social 
cohesion - fragmented 
societies

Demographic change

Uncontrolled information 
environment

Increasing tensions, crime 
and extremism



“The challenge is not 
responding to what we 
know today, but rather 
preparing for what 
tomorrow might bring.” 

Rear Admiral John Kingwell

RISKS and the 
FUTURE





A framework 

for analysis



Policy 
dimensions and 

outcome 
domains









Plotting 

COVID-19 
scenarios







RESILIENCE 
AND INTER-
DEPENDENCIES



LESSONS IN RESILIENCE



Dr Anne Bardsley
Email: a.bardsley@auckland.ac.nz

www.informedfutures.org

Help us create an informed future


